number of hypotheses derived from the literature concerning the causes of Hispanics' underachlevement in the labor market.  Specifically, the purpose is to test whether Hispanic-white differences in general background factors, such äs family income or scholastic achievement, account for Hispanics' difficulties, or whether specific factors that differentiate Hispanics from the white majority, such äs language or recency of migration, explain these difficulties.
My strategy is to first specify separate models of labor force participation9 for white and Hispanic sophomores and seniors. Because of the small numbers of Cubans and Puerto Ricans in the sample, the various Hispanic subgroups have been aggregated and dummy variables have been included to distinguish subgroup membership. Although it would have been preferable to explore subgroup interactions with respect to the models developed here, my preliminary analysis has shown that the numbers of Cubans and Puerto Ricans are very small and therefore likely to yield unreliable estimates.
Because there is evidence that decisions about school continuation and labor force participation are interrelated (Duncan, 1965; Edwards, 1976; Ornstein, 1976), I treat labor force participation and school enrollment Status äs joint dependent variables.10  Therefore, the dependent variable has four categories:  in the labor force and in school, in the labor force and out of school, out of the labor force and in school, and out of the labor force and out of school.  Three dummy varibles are created for membership in these four categories. They are labeled LFPl, LFP2, and LFP3 and correspond to the first three categories above.  The excluded (base) category is out of the labor force and out of school.  Each of these three dummy variables is
linguistic patterns on labor force and school enrollment Status. Although there is evidence that linguistic factors are important in determining black students1 school achievement (see Dillard, 1973:Ch. 7; Harber and Bryen, 1976; Labov, 1976), the literature focuses on the use of nonstandard English dialects, i.e., "Black English." Since the language data in High School and Beyond does not contain any information about dialects, but is geared toward the identification of foreign-language users, the language issue for blacks cannot be properly addressed.
9As with the descriptive analyses, those who are enlisted in the military are defined äs being out of the labor force.  Therefore, the equations presented predict participation in the civilian labor force.
10An alternative here would be to use school enrollment Status äs a predictor of labor force Status.  However, if it is true that decisions about school continuation and labor force participation are made jointly, the results of such a specification would suffer from simultaneity bias (Theil, 1971:429-432).

